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Novel Psychoactive Substances

• rapid emergence of NPS

• global drug scene significantly reshaped

• fundamental changes in markets, policies, and subcultures

• pre-existing groups of injecting drug users

• recreational drug users in night clubs and venues

• “official data” only when hospitalised or detained

• lack of information on non-problematic users

• strengths/weaknesses of Net trade/marketing/communication

• NPS business a complex global phenomenon



Novel Psychoactive Substances

• cannabis -> synthetic cannabinoids on herbal material

• amphetamine, cocaine -> synthetic cathinone stimulants

• opium, heroin, morphine -> synthetic opioids

• ketamine -> synthetic dissociatives



Interactions

Authorities

Chemists



Data source: Netnography

• Internet discussion boards

• netnographic and participatory studies

• NPS-related harm reduction

• NPS experts may gain respect and insight

• practical “secrets” of drug trading

• little known mechanisms

The presented information is based on 5 years of discussion

follow-up, personal email correspondence, and anonymous

interviews with national/international NPS dealers/users.



Forum discussion

www.drugs-forum.com

www.erowid.org

www.bluelight.ru

www.shroomery.org

www.partyvibe.com

www.hipforums.com

www.reddit.com/r/researchchemicals

www.zoklet.com

www.ukchemicalresearch.org

www.flashback.org

hyperreal.info

www.chemsrus.com

http://www.drugs-forum.com/
http://www.erowid.org/
http://www.bluelight.ru/
http://www.shroomery.org/
http://www.partyvibe.com/
http://www.hipforums.com/
http://www.reddit.com/r/researchchemicals
http://www.zoklet.com/
http://www.ukchemicalresearch.org/
http://www.flashback.org/
http://hyperreal.info/
http://www.chemsrus.com/


Daath.hu NPS forum (2002-)



"Herbal Smoke" forum (2014-16)



Procedure

Find a (legal) substance

Find a source

Make payment

Arrange delivery

Skip customs

Get analysis

Find ratio/dosage

Test the effects

Start marketing

Start distributing

Keep stocked up

Prevent accidents

Follow legal status







Main NPS substances/products used

"crystal"
(cathinones)

"herbal"
(cannabinoids)



Associated harms and deaths

• Hospitalisation peak in 2015 spring (now declining)

• Substance misidentification / misdosing accidents

2013:

4,4’-DMAR

Hungary: 9 †

2015:

ADB-FUBINACA

Hungary: at least 15 hospitalisations



Hungary: NPS user groups

• NPS 1) Psychonauts (marginal)

• NPS 2) Youngsters (decreasing)

• NPS 3) Ghetto ppl (marginal)

• NPS 4) Homeless ppl (marginal)

• NPS 5) Rural Roma ppl (increasing)

• NPS 6–N) ...? prisoners? MSM?

sexworkers? ethnicities? migrants?



Hungary: Trends

• early and mid-teens getting involved

• rising i.v. stimulant use, lack of NSE

• rural Roma: cannabinoid use epidemy

• harsh criminal sentences for possession



• frequent i.v. use of synth cathinones

• new: teenage intravenous NPS users

• cessation due to negative health effects

• massive synth cannabinoid user areas

Hungary: Trends (cont.)



Europe: Trends

• substantial country differences!

• synthetic opioids cause concern

• MSM/chemsex little knows

• open scenes in big cities

• cannabis decriminalisation counts!



Europe: Trends (cont.)

• Darknet markets

• strong MDMA pills

• encouraging progressive drug policy

• encouraging harm reduction



Ecstasy: strong MDMA or NPS



Hungary, 2015



'Herbal' users localisation





Unmet need for health and social 

interventions

• rural social/health workers (GO/NGO)

• ghetto needle and syringe exchange

• scale-up of legal advisory

• policy change: "diversion" for NPS use?



New substance

Import

Trade

Confiscation

Scheduling



•”Substantial similarity”
• except when there is profit

•“Unknown risks”
• there are well-known risks taken

•“Precautionary principle”
• violates the “innocent until proven guilty” principle

•“Adverse effects”
• caused by drug use

•“No medical use”
• no research before or after ban

Bioethics & Biopolitics:
Risk assessment criteria



NPS Bioethics & Biopolitics:
What is the problem with NPS?

Let’s find appropriate levels of control!

Pharmacological self-enhancement?

Uncontrolled epidemic?

Long-term effects?

Undesired behavior?

Financial profit?



no more novelty

trial use already done

too big dosages -> too bad experiences

vanishing webshops

old players withdraw from market

other substances sent by mistake

Chinese ban of 116 substances

HUN not a big market

NPS decreasing?



Always remember Facebook!





Thank you for your attention!


