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Data source: Netnography

• Internet discussion boards

• netnographic and participatory studies

• NPS-related harm reduction

• NPS experts may gain respect and insight

• practical “secrets” of drug trading

• little known mechanisms

The presented information is based on 5 years of discussion

follow-up, personal email correspondence, and anonymous

interviews with national/international NPS dealers/users.



Daath.hu NPS forum (2002-)



1. Main problem drug use groups 

using NPS in Budapest & Hungary

1. People who inject NPS stimulants (!)

2. People entering treatment for NPS-related problems (+)

3. Men-who-have-sex-with-men (?)

4. Homeless/marginalised populations (+)

5. Sex workers (-)

6. Prisoners (+)

7. Other: rural Roma minority/ethnicity people (!)



2. Patterns and trends in problem 

drug users and NPS

• frequent i.v. use of synth cathinones

• new: teenage intravenous NPS users

• cessation due to negative health effects

• massive synth cannabinoid user areas



3. Main NPS substances/products 

used

"crystal"
(cathinones)

"herbal"
(cannabinoids)



4. Associated harms and deaths

• (DRD: NFP)

• Hospitalisation peak in 2015 spring (now declining)

• Substance misidentification / misdosing accidents

2013:

4,4’-DMAR

Hungary: 9 †

2015:

ADB-FUBINACA

Hungary: at least 15 hospitalisations



• ...but via European wholesales

• few importers to Hungary

• small amount of Hungarian wholesales

• big amount of in-country (online) retails

• huge amount of face-to-face vendors

• no physical shops (closed)

• stimulants: black market

• cannabinoids: grey market (going black)

5. Sources/supply of NPS

• China...



6. External triggers linked with 

new use / changes / stopping

• reduced availability (China ban)

• legal framework for website closedown

• public webshops transfer to email-only

• legislation: scheduling & criminalisation
SC scheduled as NPS: 10000 mg

SC rescheduled as narcotic drug: 7 mg

1400 doses = "extremely significant amount" = 1.4 g

= 5 to 20 years or life in prison for possession! 



7. Unmet need for health and 

social interventions

• rural social/health workers (GO/NGO)

• ghetto needle and syringe exchange

• scale-up of legal advisory

• policy change: "diversion" for NPS use?



HUNGARY: TRENDS SUMMARY

• early and mid-teens getting involved

• rising i.v. stimulant use, lack of NSE

• rural Roma: cannabinoid use epidemy

• harsh criminal sentences for possession



Thank you for your attention!


